
Superintendent’s Report 
September 26, 2013 

   
Minimum Session Day   
There is an upcoming calendar change for students at Franklin Middle School.  Monday, September 30, 
2013 will now be a minimum session day for students at Franklin Middle School.  These students will be 
dismissed at 12:30 pm to allow our certificated staff at FMS to attend an important professional 
development session which aligns with increased requirements from the Department of Education.   
 
Quality Single Accountability Continuum (QSAC) 
The Quality Single Accountability Continuum (QSAC) is the Department of Education’s monitoring and 
evaluation system for public school districts.  Each year, the District completes a self-evaluation in five 
focus areas called the District Performance Review [DPR] Indicators.  These areas are Instruction and 
Program, Personnel, Fiscal Management, Operations, and Governance.  Once the District completes its 
self-rating, the Somerset County Superintendent’s office reviews the assessment and ultimately, provides 
a rating for each of the DPRs.  I will now ask Phyllis Bruno, our QSAC liaison to give us an update on this 
year’s review process.   Ms. Bruno spoke about the upcoming QSAC review.    
 
Week of Respect/Violence and Vandalism Prevention Week 
Mr. Orvyl Wilson reported the following information on Week of Respect/Violence and Vandalism 
Prevention Week:   The week beginning with the first Monday in October is designated by the NJ Anti-
Bullying law as the Week of Respect.  Our district, like those throughout the state, will schedule activities 
during that week and the month of October which focus on awareness and prevention of harassment, 
intimidation and bullying.   
 
Activities planned for Franklin High School include assemblies by Motivational Productions entitled 
“Ripple Effect” and “Dating Wise-Foolish Choices” by Central Jersey Health Consortium Classroom 
Workshop.  Daily announcements will focus on this theme at our secondary and elementary schools.  
Also at our elementary schools,  win-win conflict resolution lessons will be delivered through health 
classes and anti-bullying/what is respect posters will be displayed in classrooms and hallways.  Our high 
school Shadows anti-bullying production will be performed for our Franklin Middle School students.   
Later in the month, Violence and Vandalism Prevention Week will feature a Violence Prevention Billboard 
Contest at Franklin High School.  Early in the month, students will create a poster in the Graphic Arts 
Class that expresses the importance of speaking up against violence and being drug-free.  A display of all 
the submissions will be posted around the school during Violence Prevention Week.  The top three 
posters will be constructed into canvassed banners and displayed in the Main Lobby of Franklin High 
School.  The winning submissions from these contests will also be displayed on the School Safety 
Harassment Intimidation and Bullying web page.  Our elementary programs for this week will include age 
appropriate presentations from the Franklin Township Police.  
 
Freshman Focus  
At the last Board of Education meeting, there was a presentation on the Freshman Focus advisory 
program.  A motion was passed by the Board of Education requesting that I seek a legal opinion on 
whether Board approval of this program was needed and that I report back on that opinion at the October 
17th meeting.  To provide a brief update now, we are still providing information to the attorney and, while a 
final opinion is not ready, we expect to have one by the October Board of Education meeting. 
In the interim the Freshman Focus advisory program will continue at Franklin High School.  We 
acknowledge the comments that were made at the last meeting and are working to monitor, assess and 
improve implementation of this worthwhile program.   
 
A Message From the President of the Franklin Township School Administrators’ Association   
I received the following memorandum, dated September 25, 2013, from Mr. Alfred Fico, President of our 
Administrator’s Association.  “Dear Mr. Seto.  Please convey to the members of the Franklin Township 
Board of Education the most recent concerns from the FTSAA regarding the questioning of administrators 
from our membership who are providing presentations at public meetings regarding their individual school 
programs and activities.  It is our request and wish that the members of our professional organization be 



allowed to present to the board and public and that any questioning thereafter be directed to the 
superintendent or his designee after the board meeting has concluded.  This allows sufficient time and 
thought to provide a coherent and accurate response.  We thank you for this consideration and request 
that this practice commence immediately.  Sincerely Albert Fico, FTSAA President.”   


